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You Can, But You Can’t

We live in a time when people often say, “| can do whatever | want.”
In one sense, that’s true. Especially in America, we've been afforded
many freedoms. In religious practice, you can do a number of things.
You can choose your habits, your priorities, and how you live in
service to God. God created us with the ability to choose (Joshua
24:15).

You can ignore God’s word, but you can’t expect spiritual strength
without it (Matthew 4:4). You can neglect worship, but you can’t
grow closer to God while drifting away from His people (Hebrews
10:24-25). You can live for the moment, but you can’t escape
eternity (Hebrews 9:27). You can sow to the flesh, but you can’t
reap peace and joy from it (Galatians 6:7-8).

You can believe any doctrine you choose, belong to the church of
your choice, and worship God as you please. You have the right to
make these choices, but you should understand, you can’t please
God while doing these things. “Whoever transgresses and does not
abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in
the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 9).

Satan has effectively convinced many that religion is determined by
personal preference, not by God’s will, and that self-satisfaction
matters more than obedience to God. So, you can ignore God’s
warnings, refuse His blessings, and reject His great love, but you
cannot go to heaven while doing so. “Not everyone who says to Me,
‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the
will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then | will
declare to them, ‘| never knew you; depart from Me, you who
practice lawlessness!’ (Matthew 7:21-23)

The bottom line is this; you can’t save yourself, but you can come
to Christ in obedient faith. You can repent, confess your faith in
Christ, and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38). You
can walk in the light and live with hope (1 John 1:7). May we
choose wisely, knowing that our choices determine our destination
for eternity. - by Josh McCord

Commands from Christ Are Not Optional

| recently read a Bible Q & A article written by a denominational
preacher. In it he was asked, “Can you go to heaven if you ‘trust’ Jesus as
your Lord and Savior but you are not yet baptized?” He began his answer
by saying: “Yes. Baptism has nothing to do with salvation.” Later in the
answer he stated: “Baptism is an ordinance instituted by Christ until the
‘end of the age’...Clearly this command was not only for the apostles who
heard it but for His followers throughout the entire age.” Finally, he
concluded with: “One is saved without, apart from and before baptism.
Those who are saved should desire baptism as a public profession of
faith, but please realize that it is not necessary for salvation. If a person
believes in Jesus as Lord and is never baptized, they will still be saved.”
I would like to analyze how this person answered this most sincere and
important question about baptism and see if it really “holds water.” | think
it is very interesting that he admits that baptism is a command from Christ
and then declares that it does not have to be followed for salvation.
Imagine that — the command from Jesus Christ to be baptized is optional
(or so he said)! Given this logic, | wonder what other commands from
Christ would be optional? | guess all that are not in line with man’s
teachings!

All facetiousness aside, listen to what Jesus Himself said concerning
what our attitude should be toward every command He gives:

e John 14:15, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”

e John 14:21, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is
he who loves Me.”

e John 15:10, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My
love”

e John 15:14, “You are My friends if you do whatever | command you.”
Note that there is no room in these verses for options, opinions, or
omissions. That's because Jesus is the One with all authority in heaven
and on earth (Matt. 28:18). Whatever He has commanded, we’d better
do. And Jesus commanded baptism as necessary for salvation (Mark
16:16) and declared it to be the process of how people become His
disciples (Matt. 28:19). The apostles went about baptizing “in the name
of” Jesus Christ (i.e. in the manner and for the purpose He authorized,
see Acts 2:38; 10:48). They knew something we should never forget: If
itsa  command from Christ, it's not an option.

By Edd Sterchi




