Those to Serve

(B) Doug Pruett

(FV) Jorge Garza

(O) Jack Wall

(A) Calvin Burks

1st prayer Mike Mehaffey
2nd prayer Judd Wall
Announcements: Jack Wall
Singing: Kevin Grant

October 12th
Men’s Business Meeting
October 13th
Columbus day
October 26th
Noon Fellowship
November 2nd
Mission Sunday
Daylight Savings
November 11th
Veterans Day
November 27th
Thanksgiving Day

Quotes & Sayings

e "|t takes many good deeds to
build a good reputation, and
only one bad one to lose it."

e "Freedom is not a gift be-
stowed upon us by other men,
but a right that belongs to us
by the laws of God and na-
ture."

e "Aslip of the foot you may
soon recover, but a slip of the
tongue you may never get
over." By Benjamin Franklin

Prayer List:
Valerie Garza
Virgina Lovell
Vernon Houts
Wanda Kitchens
Jorge Garza
Pray for our Nation
Our Troops
Law Enforcement
Rescue Personnel

Fappy Awnivensary
October 15th
Terry & Haley Day

October 18th
Robby & Rachel Houts

Fappy Cothday

Dalton Vann October 18th
Kyle Stifflemire October 21st
Mike Mallett October 21st
Haley Day October 21st
Ruby Jones October 24th
Sharon Boatwright October 27th
Valerie Garza Nov. 1st
Tammy Burks Nov. 3rd
Jorge Garza Nov. 12th
Theresa Pruett Nov. 14th

Psalms 100: 3 KJV

*Know ye that the Lord he is
God: it is he that hath made us,
and not we ourselves; we are
his people, and the sheep of his

pasture.
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Attending church services regularly is like making a path through
the forest: the more often you use it, the less obstruction you find

in the way."

Sunday Worship:
9:30 am Bible Study
10:20 am Worship
12:30 pm Afternoon
Wednesday Night
6:00 pm
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Changing The World One Person at a Time

The ancient city-state of Sparta was one of the most formidable military pow-
ers of its day. There’s a story about a Spartan king who boasted about the
walls of Sparta to another king, claiming that his city was invincible because its
protective walls couldn’t be breached. When that other king visited Sparta and
looked carefully at the city, to his great surprise there were no walls at all.
When he asked, “Where are the walls you’ve been boasting about?” the king
of Sparta proudly pointed to his soldiers and said, “These are the walls of
Sparta, every man a brick.” To him each soldier was a living brick in a protec-
tive wall. But the effectiveness and impregnability of the wall depended on
each and every member brick in it, not only some or a few but all of
them. Even one defector, one renegade, one careless person, one person
derelict or deficient in watchfulness and response to the enemy could precipi-
tate a breach in the wall that could lead to the fall of the city. Could this aspect
of Sparta be a metaphor of the church? Is Sparta’s living wall like the living
wall of the church?

The Bible says that Christians are “living stones... being built into a spiritual
house” (1 Peter 2:5). Just as Sparta had no walls, but depended upon its sol-
diers, so the strength of the church of Jesus Christ is not in “church buildings,”
not even in the universal church itself, but in the people who are followers of
Christ. Yes | know — | don’t need to be reminded — the real strength of the
church is the Lord himself, a mighty tower of refuge from the enemy (Psalm
61:1), a tower to which the righteous can run and be safe (Prov. 18:10). But
those living stones in the tower of the Lord are the functioning parts, the mem-
bers who do the works of the Lord. They are armed to defend each other from
the common spiritual enemies. It is necessary that all the member stones be
faithful. One person derelict in duty can precipitate such a breach in that wall
of living stones that the building itself may seem to in danger of falling to the
enemy.

Most of us have no doubt felt at times the tremendous pressure we are un-
der collectively to defend the church of the Lord against the myriad enemies
and forces of evil that would bring it down. We may resist and refuse to
acknowledge the importance of the individual, trusting instead the collective
strength of the members and the overarching work of God. Many tremble at
the thought that success depends upon the individual, not the collective. When
called upon to defend the church we may feel confident in our strength and
resources — good for us! But when trying to recapture, rebuild, and secure any
parts that have fallen we may feel it is a hopeless task. How can we as Chris-
tians build again what has fallen down? There is an answer in the example
and leadership of Nehemiah when he set out to rebuild the broken-down wall
of Jerusalem, the presumptive city of God. He simply asked each family to re-
build (continued on next page)

Changing The World One Person at a Time
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its own part of the wall, its own back yard, so to speak. Obviously that would
involve any and all members of the family. No family and no person was able to
rebuild the whole wall, but each family could manage to rebuild its own part and
in that way the collective could manage the whole task. It was not to be the work
of one or a few, but the work of all.

You have probably said, or at least thought, that you cannot change the world.
You're right. Can you change the politics of the nation or the world? No. Can
you change the religious beliefs and practices of the world? No. The same holds
true in spiritual and religious matters for the church. Can you change any other
person? Do not be to quick to say no to this question. If you say no here you will
probably not try to change anyone or anything. Before we come back to this
question let’s ask another.

Can you change yourself? Can you change your thoughts, attitudes, and ac-
tions? Of course you can! It may not be a drastic total radical remaking but only
a gradual process, changing things one at a time or a little at a time. Make radi-
cal changes when you can. Do not lose heart because radical reformation and
transformation are not possible for you but be patient in doing the things that
take time and incremental growth. Patience — even patience with yourself while
you are progressing — is a virtue. What brings about a change in you? You may
not be able to change the way others relate to you or react toward you. But you
can change your own character as well as your actions. Here’s how you do it.
By enlightenment. By increased knowledge. By improved understanding and
insight. By following the example and successes of others. By accepting the
efforts of others to change or convert you. It isn’t what others do but what you
do in response to it that brings about the change in you. When others whom we
appreciate and trust change it affects us too. Sometimes people change but fail
to tell or show it to others so, though others may guess, they do not really know
if or how and to what extent a change has been made. It would be helpful if they
told us how and why they have changed and if they think it is important for us to
follow them.

Now I've just given you a key to repairing, rebuilding, and securing your part
of the wall or the church. Change yourself to conform to the will of God, tell oth-
ers how and why you have made the change, exhort and encourage others to
make the same change or to show approval of your change by emulating it. The
whole edifice and all those in it will be corrected where necessary, strengthened
and inspired to build themselves up for God and set a pattern for others to follow
in building for God.

Just remember how it starts. Change things one brick, one stone, one per-
son, or one factor at a time — a little at a time — starting with yourself. You
will be impressed and amazed at the eventual results. By Gerald Cowan
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