Those to Serve
(B) Keith Stifflemire
(FV) Jorge Garza
(O) Doug Pruett

(A) Judd Wall
1st prayer John Jones

2nd prayer Mike Mallett
Announcements: Jack Wall
Singing: Kevin Grant

You’re Satisfied?
So what?

The rich man was satisfied, but
God called him a fool and took his
life and condemned his soul.
(Luke 12:20)

The whole church at Laodicea
was satisfied, but Jesus said they
did not know that they were actu-
ally wretched, and miserable and
poor and blind and naked
(Revelation 3:16-22).

That’s about how wrong a
“satisfied” person can be.

Satisfied? Are you, now? The
Pharisee that went into the temple
to pray was satisfied with himself,
and even glad he was not as the
Publican (Luke 18:10-14). But Je-
sus said that the satisfied Phari-
see was not justified like the sin-
conscious Publican was!

The wise man warned: “There is a
way that seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death.” (Proverbs 14:12).
- by Jere E. Frost

Fappy Bothday

Warren Miller June 15th
Kaylen Vann July 10th
Keith Stifflemire July 22nd

Fappy Aunivensary
June 14th
Will & Autumn Vann
July 10th
Kevin & Judy Grant
July 11th
Michael & Sarah Flores
July 19th
Mike & Connie Mallett

June 15th
Father’'s Day
June 20th
First Day of Summer
June 29th
Noon Fellowship
July 4th
Independence Day
July 6th
Mission Sunday

—
Prayer List:
Mike Mallett
Valerie Garza
Virgina Lovell
Vernon Houts
Wanda Kitchens
Jorge Garza
Pray for our Nation
Our Troops
Law Enforcement
Rescue Personnel
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Attending church services regularly is like making a path through
the forest: the more often you use it, the less obstruction you find

in the way."

Sunday Worship:
9:30 am Bible Study
10:20 am Worship
12:30 pm Afternoon
Wednesday Night
6:00 pm
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How to Listen In Church

Ever get sleepy during the sermon? (Not mine, of course.) Truth
is, any one of us may find our attention wandering now and then.
Long attention spans are difficult under the best of circumstances.
The preacher bears a heavy responsibility here, for subject matter,
style of presentation, relevance, and many other factors which con-
tribute to a "live" wide-awake audience. But the speaker cannot do
it all. Nor is it enough to prove by the Scriptures that we should be
vitally interested. We know that -- and yet we may need motivation.
Perhaps we could even learn how to become better listeners.

Jesus said, "Take heed . . . how ye hear" (Lk. 8:18). Not with
dulled hearing and closed eyes, shunning the truth (Matt. 13:15-
16); nor with preconceived notions that pre-vent our receiving truth
(Matt. 16:21-23). The people | now have in mind do not belong in
these categories. But there are "good" people whose minds wan-
der, or are easily distracted; and this article is bold to make some
suggestions for getting more out of the sermon and of worship as a
whole.

Sit toward the front of the auditorium; close enough to feel the
speaker is talking to you. Do this not just to better hear the speak-
er, but to improve the "oneness" of feeling essential to good com-
munication. It puts fewer distractions between you and the speak-
er, allows you to better "read" his expressions, gestures, etc. It also
makes for better singing and a "closer" feeling for the Lord's supper
and other worship. Yes, there are mothers with babies who need to
sit closer to the nursery; sick and elderly who need easier access
to the rest rooms; and always a certain number who "couldn't care
less" about the worship, but come (now and then) for unknown rea-
sons. Leave the back seats for them.

Become a participant, not an observer. In Christianity all saints
are priests in a holy, royal priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5,9). Each is a wor-
shiper; praying and singing with the leader, remembering Christ in
the communion, giving freely with the Lord's work in mind, and
learning -- repeating in your own mind -- that which is being taught.
Being a true learner is not a passive process, but requires distinct
participation with the teacher.

Continued on next page
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Take notes, learn to outline the message. Some are con-tent to
jot down the Scriptures used -- and that is good. But this can be
done without much thinking with the speaker. If we would make an
effort to jot down his main points (in our own brief wording) and note
their relation to one another and to the subject, we would find our-
selves much more of a participant -- and certainly a much better lis-
tener.

Question what you hear. Is that a valid point, proven by the
Scripture used? You will not be able to think the matter through dur-
ing the sermon, but a question mark beside the point will remind
you to "check it out" when you are home. This word of caution: one
can be a "noble Berean" (Acts 17:11) without becoming an habitual
critic of the work of others. Learn constructive criticism, and apply it
to your own work.

Listen with the intention of making this your message, when you
have time to think it through. How would you tell this to others? How
could you improve on it, to fit some-one you need to teach? This
point of view can have an amazing effect on your attention span.

Make self-application of the lesson. How can this improve my life
for Christ? How does it fit my personal needs? Listen with a tender
conscience, ready to learn and adjust your life accordingly.

You can have the blessings of Jesus Christ if you will learn to be
a good listener. The Savior said, "Blessed are . . . your ears, for
they hear." He also said, "Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled" (Matt. 13:16; 5:6).
With a little practice on the above, and this kind of incentive, you
may not notice the preacher ran overtime. -

by Robert F. Turner




