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Attending church services regularly is like making a path through 

the forest: the more often you use it, the less obstruction you find 

in the way." 

August 18, 2024 

Those to Serve 

(B)  Jorge Garza 

(FV) Doug Pruett  

(O) Mike Lovell   

(A) Jack Wall  

1st prayer  Mike Mallett  

2nd prayer  Jack Wall 

Announcements: Judd Wall  

Singing:  Kevin Grant 

Prayer List:   

Letha Sheldon  

Jorge Garza 

Joyce Windham 

Dora Martinez 

David Jones 

Tammy Parker 

Anita Adams 

 Pray for our Nation 

Our Troops   

Law Enforcement 

Rescue Personnel 

Sunday Worship:                                          

9:30 am Bible Study                                            

10:20 am Worship 

12:30 pm Afternoon 

Wednesday Night 

6:00 pm 

Will Vann, Preacher  

863-899-0987 

Email: wvvann@yahoo.com 

www.evantchurchofchrist.org 

 

August 25th 

Noon Fellowship 

Sepember 1st 

Mission Sunday 

September 8th 

Grandparents Day 

September 22nd 

Autumn Begins 

September 29th 

Noon Fellowship 

October 6th 

Mission Sunday 

  

Happy Birthday  

Jack Wall August 20th 

Cindi Wall August 26th 

Vernon Houts Sept. 24th 

Judy Grant Sept. 28th 

Autumn Vann Sept. 29th 

An Abiding Principle  

We have now a plain work - 

simply the work of the Lord 

and no other. We have noth-

ing to preach but the gospel, 

nothing to believe but the 

truth of God, nothing to do 

but the will of God, and noth-

ing to hope for only what is 

promised in the word of God. 

Our work is not new and un-

tried, but old, well tried, and 

noting can stand before us. 

We have truth and righteous-

ness to maintain - sin and 

the world to oppose. We can 

make no change only at our 

peril - no departure without 

losing all. We started simply 

to be the people of God, and 

to give ourselves unreserv-

edly to the Lord. We can not 

turn away.   

- by Benjamin Franklin  (the 

gospel preacher, not the states-

man) 



Treasure in an Old Jar 

 
    A condemned house filled with junk in St. Cloud, FL was 

being demolished in April 2014. Clearing the debris, they   

realized that the crumbling chimney was in danger of        

collapsing. That's when a worker heard a metallic sound. The 

ensuing investigation quickly turned into a hectic treasure 

hunt as jar after jar stuffed with old coins were pulled from 

the rickety chimney. In the end they had recovered over 

2,000 coins that had been stored for decades in old glass 

pickle jars. The oldest of the coins dated back to 1917 

(Orlando Sentinel). 

    Who would have thought that an old dilapidated house, an 

unstable chimney, and dusty glass pickle jars would contain 

anything of value? That’s how many look at the Bible. 

    To many people today, some who may have never opened 

the cover to look inside, the Bible is an old, outdated book 

that has nothing to contribute to our modern, enlightened   

society. They see God's Word as out-of-touch as those who 

believe it. They fail to realize that the Bible is just as relevant 

today as it was on the day it was written. The Bible is ...  

Eternal (Isaiah 40:8); Truth (John 17:1); Saves (1 Corinthians 

15:2); Inspired (2 Timothy 3:15-17); Living and                 

powerful  (Hebrews 4:12); Implanted in the heart (James 

1:21); Enduring (1 Peter 1:22-2:3). 

    You may never find an old chimney filled with a pickle jar 

treasure trove, but you can hold in your hand God's inspired 

and saving Word. By reading it you will be blessed. By living 

it you will become better. By following it you will be saved. 

By David Bragg 

The Best Defense Is a Good Offense 

 

“The God of Heaven will prosper us" (Nehemiah 2:20) 

    When trouble and opposition came to the builders, Nehemiah went on 

the offensive. He developed a powerful and positive strategy for battle 

against discouragement, danger, derision, discord, distraction, defama-

tion and dismay. The antagonists were overcome and the builders suc-

ceeded because they applied five powerful principles that need to be im-

plemented by the builders of the Kingdom today. 

    1. They prayed. The battles we fight must be bathed in the prayers of 

the saints. Satan levels the arsenal of hell against the builders of truth 

and righteousness. Prayer releases the power of God in our struggles. 

We cannot win alone! (Phil. 4:6; I Pet. 4:7; Eph. 6:18; Col. 4:2; James 

4:2) 

    2. They were alert. Prayer must always be coupled with watchfulness. 

We must be aware of the enemy - his deception and cunning. His devic-

es are clever and manipulative. (I Pet. 5:8; II Cor. 2:11) As builders, we 

cannot afford the luxury of apathy or indifference. (Matt. 26:41) 

    3. They were prepared. As they worked, they were prepared for battle. 

Nehemiah put a sword in one hand and a tool to build in the other. (Neh. 

4:16-20) Build and battle at the same time. As builders, we must be suit-

ed up in our armor at all times. Put on the "whole armor of God" (Eph. 

6:10-18). Satan is always looking for an opportunity to infiltrate. By keep-

ing "all" the armor on at "all" times we'll be ready when the attack comes. 

    4. They were united. They worked with organization, cooperation and 

coordination. The phrase "and next to him" is repeated about 30 times in 

Nehemiah chapter three and suggests that the builders were a close-knit 

team. So, the body of Christ is "joined and knit together" which results in 

edification and growth. (Eph. 4:16) 

    5. They were determined. They would not be sidetracked or distracted 

by intimidation from without, or dismay from within. They had "a mind to 

work." With a focused, determined leader in Nehemiah, the builders per-

severed and in 52 days the walls were completed. 

    Read Nehemiah chapter 4 and note these five principles. The church 

will stand strong against the enemy when we apply these steadfast prin-

ciples. Remember, a good offense is the best defense! 

By Clarence DeLoach 


