Those to Serve
B) Keith Stifflemire
FV) Judd Wall
O) Doug Pruett
A) Calvin Burks
1st prayer Mike Mallett
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2nd prayer Jorge Garza
Announcements: Jack Wall

Singing: Kevin Grant

Proverbs 27: 17 KJV

Iron sharpeneth iron; so a
man sharpeneth the
countenance of his friend.

Quotes & Sayings

e Many people will walk in
and out of your life, but

only true friends will leave

footprints in your heart
Eleanor Roosevelt

Acquaintance. A person
whom we know well
enough to borrow from,
but not well enough to
lend to.

Ambrose Bierce

5rayer List:
David Jones
Virginia Lovell
Janell Houts Hall
Odell Mallett
Dora Martinez
Mona Lancaster
Willis Hughes
Letha Sheldon
Ruby Jones
Pray for our Nation
Our Troops
Law Enforcement
Rescue Personnel

June 20th
Father’s Day
June 27th
Noon Fellowship
July 4th
Mission Sunday
& Independence Day
July 25th
Noon Fellowship

Happy Annivensary
June 14th
Will & Autumn Vann

Mike Lovell July 16th
Keith Stifflemire July 22nd
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Attending church services regularly is like making a path through
the forest: the more often you use it, the less obstruction you find

in the way."

Sunday Worship:
9:30 am Bible Study
10:20 am Worship
12:30 pm Afternoon
Wednesday Night
6:00 pm

Will Vann, Preacher
863-899-0987
Email: wvvann@yahoo.com
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Friend or Enemy

At first the Galatians Christians counted Paul as a friend —
indeed, as a beloved brother who had led them to the Lord.
They would have done anything to help him, even to the ex-
treme of plucking out their own eyes, had that been possible
(Galatians 4:15). Now, however, false teachers had slandered
Paul, and the fickle Galatians had fallen for it. The frustrated
apostle asked in the next verse, “Have | therefore become your
enemy because | tell you the truth?” How tragically foolish to
treat a faithful proclaimer of truth as an enemy!

But it was nothing new. Centuries beforehand, God sent Eli-
jah to rebuke King Ahab for murdering Naboth to steal his vine-
yard. Ahab reproached the prophet thusly: “Have you found
me, O my enemy?” (1 Kings 21:20). Truth be told, Elijah was
Ahab’s best friend. Warning the king of impending judgment
gave him opportunity to repent. But evil Ahab and his wicked
wife, Jezebel preferred to kill the messenger!

Even before the time of Ahab, the apostate King Saul at-
tempted to murder his faithful warrior David despite having
sworn in the name of the Lord not to do so. Saul reprimanded
his own daughter for hiding David, referring to him as “my ene-
my” (1 Samuel 19:17). Like Ahab and the Galatians, Saul’'s
own sins twisted his mind into treating a true friend as an ene-
my.

Loyal servants of God will not simply tell you what you want
to hear. Because they are your friends, they will tell you the
truth.

Do not expect worldly people to appreciate you when you
speak the truth. They may well see you as their enemy! “If the
world hates you, know that it hated Me before it hated

you” (John 15:18). By Joe Slater

What Will | Leave Behind?

Acts chapter 9 tells about a Christian named Dorcas who lived in
Joppa. “This woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and
charity which she continually did” (v. 36). Dorcas fell sick and
died. The disciples washed her body and laid it in an upper room.
They then sent for Peter, who was at nearby Lydda. “So

Peter arose and went with them. When he arrived, they brought
him into the upper room; and all the widows stood beside him,
weeping and showing all the tunics and garments that Dorcas
used to make while she was with them” (v. 39). Peter had plenty
of material to preach an impressive funeral sermon, but he did
something even greater: he raised her from the dead!

The Bible doesn’t reveal any other information about Dorcas.
How old was she? What did she look like? Was she married? Did
she have children or grandchildren? Was she a woman of consid-
erable means or did she have little? We could guess, but that’s
all it would be — a guess.

What we do know about this woman is enough to raise a ques-
tion worth considering. The Bible emphasizes the good she left
behind. Now the question is: What will | leave behind?

| will leave behind whatever material thing | have. “For we have
brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of
it either” (1 Timothy 6:7). What will those rummaging through my
stuff find? Will they find any evidence of a God-centered life, or
will everything point to a life focused on self?

What will | leave to others? Will there by anyone who can pro-
duce a gift | gave to them? Will anyone have a memory of how |
provided for them in a time of need, the way Dorcas did for these
widows?

What example will | leave? Will it be one of faithful service to
God? Would it be the kind that might encourage a struggling
Christian to remain faithful? Would it strengthen others to stand
firm for truth?

What words of mine will people remember? Will it be words of en-
couragement or mostly complaining? Words of kindness or words
of bitterness and anger? Will anyone remember me having taught
them God’s word?

What difference will it make? Will my brethren even miss me?
Will it leave any appreciable void in the local congregation?

What will | leave behind? by Frank Himmel




