Those to Serve
(B) Jack Wall
(FV) Jorge Garza
(O) Keith Stifflemire
(A) Calvin Burks
1st prayer Judd Wall
2nd prayer Doug Pruitt
Announcements: Mike Mallett

Singing: Kevin Grant

April 25th

There will be a graduation
celebration for Koh Stapp at the
noon Fellowship. Please talk with
Cindi Wall or Tammy Burks about
details.

Sentence Sermons

You are never what you
ought to be until you are do-
ing what you ought to do.

It 1s better to live for Christ

now than to later wish you
had.

Be like a kite and rise
against the winds of
opposition.

Truth angers those whom it
does not truly convince.

5rayer List:
David Jones
Virginia Lovell
Janell Houts Hall
Odell Mallett
Dora Martinez
Mona Lancaster
Willis Hughes
Letha Sheldon
Ruby Jones
Pray for our Nation
Our Troops
Law Enforcement
Rescue Personnel

April 25th
Noon Fellowship
May 2nd
Mission Sunday
May 9th
Mother’s Day
May 30th
Noon Fellowship
May 31st
Memorial Day

Fappy Auniversary
April 18th
Jack & Cindi Wall

Emma Burks April 28th

Connie Mallett April 30th
Jana Wall May 18th
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Attending church services regularly is like making a path through
the forest: the more often you use it, the less obstruction you find

in the way."

Sunday Worship:
9:30 am Bible Study
10:20 am Worship
12:30 pm Afternoon
Wednesday Night
6:00 pm
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Almost Right

Imagine this: A young boy takes a math test and answers the question 5
+ 5 = 9. The teacher as she grades the test sees that the young man has all
the other answers correct and he has only missed the one. And he is al-
most right at that! He is only ONE number away from being 100% correct.
So she marks him 100% on the test anyway. A perfect grade for being al-
most right! Or a runner doing his best, coming in second place in a race, he
is only a fraction of a second behind the first place runner, but the judges
award him the gold just like the man who completed the race in first place, |
mean, he was almost in first place anyway.

Appalling? Who here would accept this? If we allowed the boy to get
by with almost being right - would you want him counting your change out at
the local retail store if he grew up thinking 5+5 = 9? Or, would you consider
it fair play if you were the one who trained so hard to be the best in your
race only to see someone who did not quite as well be awarded first place
right along side of you? So why is it when it comes to "religion" we think
being almost right is ok? Especially when the outcome of being right will de-
termine where we spend eternity.

Actually, man’s choices in religion are limited to two! Not the hun-
dreds of choices people want to believe exist. The choices are simple -
you can choose right or wrong! Jesus said in Matthew 12:30 "He who is
not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scat-
ters abroad." So Christ Himself eliminated any gray areas of worship and
service. Is there anyway we can be almost right and still go to heaven?

Can we be almost right in worship to God and be acceptable, for in-
stance? Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10:1-2; offered to God a "strange
fire." They were pretty close to being right. One can make the argument
they were offering God the service He commanded, at the right time, and at
the right place. They just used a different fire to burn the incense. Alt-
hough this act of worship was almost what God commanded, it was reject-
ed by Him and those two priests lost their lives! The lesson learned is that
being almost right is actually being totally wrong! Worship to God must be
what He commands and be exactly according to His Word. (John 4:24,
17:17; Hebrews 8:5.) How about when it comes to our salvation? Saul is a
good example. He was an honest and sincere man. He practiced his reli-
gious convictions zealously (Acts 23:1). He kept the Law of Moses to the
best of his ability. But for all of his being almost right, Paul was lost! Christ
told him on that road to Damascus to go and learn what he must do. And at
the conclusion of his instruction he was told to arise and be baptized and

wash away his sins! (Acts 22:16.) (continued on Next Page)

Almost Right

(continued)

Can we be almost right in doctrine? In 2 Timothy 2:17-18 Paul con-
fronted Hymenaeus and Philetus about teaching a doctrine about the resur-
rection of the dead. They were teaching that the resurrection was "already
past". This error from the truth was overthrowing the faith of some. These
men were almost right but ended up being totally wrong!

Can we be almost right about the church? Can one join the church of his
choice? Can we all be right or almost right enough to be acceptable to God,
no matter how much we differ? Jesus promised to build HIS church in Mat-
thew 16:18. He died for this church. Acts 2:47 says the saved were added to
the church when they gladly received the Word and were baptized! Who's
church? Baptists? Methodist? Or God’s?

Whether it be in worship, salvation or anything else God commands,
we must study our Bibles and be right with God in all things!
- by James R. Dunigan

Some thoughts about offering...
Criticism
Revelation 2:19

“l know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience,
and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.”

There is something very interesting about this verse. The letter to the church
at Thyatira is to be a letter of warning and of criticism, and yet it begins
with a verse of undiluted praise. Here is something which every preacher
and teacher, indeed every Christian, must learn. Real criticism must
always encourage and never discourage. When we have reason to
rebuke or to criticize anyone, we must make it clear that we are doing so,
not because we dislike him, but because we like him; not because we
hate him, but because /ove him; not because we think that he is
useless, but because we think that he has it in him to be useful, not
because we wish to hurt him, but because we wish to help him. That is why
criticism will often be most effective when it begins with praise. It is wise to
point out that which is good before we begin to seek to eradicate that
which is evil. - by William Barclay




