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Attending church services regularly is like making a path through 

the forest: the more often you use it, the less obstruction you find 
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Those to Serve 

(B) Jorge Garza 

(FV) Kevin Grant  

(O) Doug Pruett 

(A)  Keith Stifflemire 

1st prayer  Jack Wall 

2nd prayer Keith Stifflemire   

Announcements: Calvin Burks 

Singing:  Mike Mallett 

Prayer List:   

Virginia Lovell 

Dennis Sheldon 

Janell Houts Hall  

Odell Mallett 

Dora Martinez 

Mona Lancaster 

Willis Hughes 

Letha Sheldon  

Ruby Jones 

 Pray for our Nation 

Our Troops   

Law Enforcement 

Rescue Personnel 

Sunday Worship:                                          

9:30 am Bible Study                                            

10:20 am Worship 

12:30 pm Afternoon 

Wednesday Night 

6:00 pm 

Will Vann, Preacher  

863-899-0987 

Email: wvvann@yahoo.com 

www.evantchurchofchrist.org 

 

 

August 30th 

Noon Fellowship 

September 6th 

Mission Sunday 

September 7th  

Labor Day 

September 13th 

Grandparents Day 

September 22nd 

Autumn Begins 

September 27th 

Noon Fellowship 

 

  

Vernon Houts Sept 24th 

Judy Grant Sept 28th 

Autumn Vann Sept 29th 

Quotes & Sayings 

• In three words I can sum 
up everything I've 
learned about life:           
it goes on    Robert Frost 

• The best thing about    
the future is that it  
comes one day at a 
time.   Abraham Lincoln 

• Time is the coin of your 
life. It is the only coin 
you have, and only      
you can determine how   
it will be spent. Be    
careful lest you let other 
people spend it for 
you.   Carl Sandburg 

• The bad news is time 
flies. The good news      
is you're the  pilot                          
Michael Althsuler 



When Hard Hearts Need Hard Words of Truth 

 

The preacher was all alone in his stand for truth and right because the 
assembly had become so worldly, and now he was the "troubler in Isra-
el". He was so discouraged that he decided to quit preaching. He was 
miserable when preaching the truth because no one wanted or appreci-
ated the truth. He was despised and rejected. But, though he had been 
miserable preaching the truth, he also knew he would be miserable in 
relation to God if he compromised truth for the sake of peace. This 
moved him to the decision to quit preaching altogether. But, because 
the truth is so needed and so important, and most of all, so powerfully 
embedded in his heart, it became a fire burning in his heart and con-
science, and he found himself now miserable for not preaching that 
truth that could save souls. The man that was miserable, because the 
assembly had become too liberal and worldly and did not desire truth, 
was Jeremiah. The man that found he could not refrain from preaching 
is also Jeremiah. His struggles are the struggles of the conscientious 
preacher found scattered here and there across this land. 

I remember from childhood hearing brother Hickman make the com-
ment that "a man should not preach if he can keep from it". What he 
meant was that only conscientious, convicted, passionate, sincere men 
should preach the gospel. There are too many men peddling an empty, 
compromising message that does not challenge sin and is all too ready 
to tickle ears for the sake of popularity. If it is not an overwhelming con-
viction and drive within you, you will likely compromise it under pres-
sure of losing your income or your popularity among people you think 
more highly of than you do the word of God. 

Conscientious preaching is likely THE most stressful occupation in the 
world. No conscientious preacher is ever paid what his message is ac-
tually worth. It is quite often the case that the conscientious preacher is 
looking for ways to address sin in the congregation because he pas-
sionately wants to save souls from death and keep down the leaven of 
sin in the congregation, and others are undermining his efforts behind 
his back, and set themselves to try to make him miserable until he de-
cides either to leave or to quit addressing real sin. Some preachers 
should not be preaching because their message is always positive 
(peace, peace, when there is no peace) and never addresses the real 
needs of the church. 

Jeremiah challenges us to go back to the covenant, ask for the old 
paths. The assembly needs to not only desire that kind of preaching,  
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When Hard Hearts Need Hard Words of Truth 

(continued) 

but we need to demand no less. Preaching is the Holy Spirit's 
way of "convicting the world of sin" and to bring a worldly church 
like Corinth back to the standard. May God raise us up some 
more men like Jeremiah who are willing to "root out", "pull down", 
"destroy", so that some real "building" and "planting" can take 
place in this age of the worldly "church of Christ". May God raise 
up conscientious members who want the old paths and will take 
nothing less than sound, sin-exposing, and true salvation-offering 
gospel preaching. I heard a 93-year-old brother tell me that he is 
concerned about the way churches are drifting today. With tears 
in his eyes, he said he has seen once sound congregations in the 
drift away from the old paths. I've seen it too, and I know the feel-
ing of Jeremiah when the majority in a congregation will count 
you as the troubler if you do not keep quiet and ignore the sins of 
worldliness that brethren intend to continue without remedy. 

It seems that many places need hard words of truth in order to 
penetrate the level of hardness of heart that has taken hostage 
whole congregations and has made the leaders worthless shep-
herds who can no longer protect the flock. Consider this, and ex-
amine yourselves whether you be in the faith, or whether we 
have settled on playing church. Who will preach all the truth with-
out compromise today? I hope there are 7000 who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal, but sometimes it seems that the majority 
of church members are willing to compromise God's word too 
easily and turn their heads when real sin issues need to be ad-
dressed, and too many preachers are willing to preach empty les-
sons of no substance that ever addresses the sinful hearts leav-
ening the church. 

Preach the word, all of it. Preach it to save your soul and those 
who hear you. God will judge us by the entirety of His word. 
Souls within and without need the truth desperately. Let us rise to 
the challenges before us with conviction. Love for God and for 
our souls and the souls of others demand it.  

by Terry W. Benton  


