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Attending church services regularly is like making a path through
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we ponder the wonderful truths of the Bible, we come away amazed at
the longsuffering and love of our God, and a feeling of contentment in His Wednesday Night
service knowing He is always there for us whatever our need. John Wright 6:00 pm




Are You Faithful?

By Caleb J. Rutherford

A used car dealer said to a potential customer: “This one has very

low mileage. The former owner drove it only when he could get it
started.” The church of Christ at First Century Sardis had some

members who were like that. All cleaned up and looking good on the

outside, but hard to get started. Saying all the right things at church.

Showing up on Sunday and singing the songs and praying the pray-

ers and eating the bread and drinking from the cup. Looking alive
and well.

And not only that, but the congregation as a whole had a wide-
spread and good reputation. Jesus referred to this in Revelation 3:1
where He said of the saints at Sardis: “| know your works, that you
have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.” This group of
Christians had all the appearances of being a vigorous, flourishing
church.

Brethren in other places had talked about how sound and faithful

they were. Perhaps her elders and preachers were invited from time

to time to speak at workshops or lectureships to tell about all the
wonderful things that were going on. But it’s hard to fake Jesus out.
After all, He is the One with eyes like a flame of fire that see right
through all the shallow pretenses and superficial put-on’s and spir-
itual games people play (Revelation 1:14b; 2:18b).

Did you catch Jesus’ divine diagnosis of this congregation: Actu-
ally, it is not a diagnosis but an announcement of death - YOU ARE
DEAD. A dead church. Still going through the motions -but they
were already dead. Like the old preacher who said of the man
whose funeral he was performing: “The deceased has been a
member of this church for thirty-five years.” In Revelation 3:2-6, Je-
sus seeks to perform a spiritual “CPR” on this congregation as He
calls them to watch, hold fast, and repent. But wait a minute. Unlike
some human critics of the church, Jesus is not content simply to
condemn and see the negative. Revelation 3:4 reveals there were
some unnamed and unsung heroes in the church at Sardis: “You
have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their gar-
ments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.”

All my life as a Christian, | have listened to preachers and mem-
bers of the church talk about “the faithful few.”
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Some preachers and members of the church insist that 90% of
the Lord’s work is done and financed by 10% of the members
while the other 10% is done and financed by the remaining 90%. |
don’t know about all that. But | know Someone who does. Wheth-
er there are many or few where you worship. Jesus is looking for
the faithful, and He knows who they are; and He commends them.
Whether there are many or few, are you one of the faithful?

Get Out Of My Country

By Will Vann

Over the past several years | have seen quite a few posts
on social media that say something along the lines of, “If you don’t
like xyz, you should get out of my country.” Others have said, “If so
-and-so gets elected, I'm moving to a different country.” The idea
behind statements such as this is if your values and beliefs do not
conform to mine, you ought to get out and not come back! And you
know what? They’re right!

The Hebrews writer said, “By faith Abraham obeyed when
he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By
faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwell-
ing in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose
builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:8-10).

One possible reason that we get so riled up at what is going
on in this world is that we have made this world our home. We
might sing This World Is Not My Home on Sunday morning, but do
we really mean it? When we look out and see folks who are doing
things that upset us, do we see them as Jesus did lost, scattered,
sheep in need of a shepherd (Mat. 9:36), or do we wish that they
would go away so that my little corner of the world will be more
comfortable? Would Jesus say of us as He did His disciples, “They
are not of the world, just as | am not of the world” (Jn. 17:16)? May-
be it's time to make like Abraham and leave this world!




