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Why Do Men Sin?

The question has been asked: Why do men sin? There are real-
ly only two general answers to the question: 1) Men sin because
God made them that way. That is to say, men have to sin; or 2)
Men sin because they make the choice to do so. They have the op-
tion to obey God or not, and they choose not to obey Him.

Consider the first option: Men sin because God made them that
way, and the sin that results in their lives is unavoidable and inevi-
table. This conclusion is in direct contradiction to the plain state-
ments of Scripture. For instance: "Let no man say when he is
tempted, | am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with
evil, neither tempteth he any man" (James 1:13). Furthermore we
have the case of Jesus himself, who (as a man) lived a sinless life.
He was "in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin" (Hebrews 4:15). And we are commanded to "follow in the
steps" of Him who "did no sin" (1 Peter 2:21,22). The command is
senseless if, in fact, we cannot follow Him because God created us
in such a way as to make it impossible. We must conclude that
men sin, but not because we are made that way.

Therefore we are left with the only other option: men sin be-
cause, when faced with the choice to do good or do evil, they
choose to do evil. This conclusion matches perfectly with many
passages of Scripture:

a.. "l have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing:
therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may
live:" (Deuteronomy 30:19)

b.. "And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you
this day whom ye will serve . . . but as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord." (Joshua 24:15)

c.. "Lo, this only have | found, that God hath made man upright;
but they have sought out many inventions." (Eccl. 7:29)

It is obvious that we have a choice. The reality is that we fail to
make the right choice ("For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God" - Romans 3:23). Contributing factors to these bad
choices would surely include the fact that we live in a sinful world,
completely surrounded by and brought up in an environment of sin.
Furthermore, we are typically short-sighted and opt for immediate
gratification instead of eternal reward. But, it is still our choice, and
we are not forced to sin by virtue of the way God created us. -

by Greg Gwin

The Meaning of Obedience

Those who question the values of Old Testament study
should consider the fact that no place in the word of God
defines obedience with greater precision and clarity than
the book of Deuteronomy. Special attention should be fo-
cused upon three passages:

+ “Ye shall not add unto the word which | command you,
neither shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the
commandments of Jehovah your God which | com-
mand you” (Deut. 4:2).

+ Ye shall observe to do therefore as Jehovah your God
hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the
right hand or to the left.” (Deut. 5:32).

+ “What thing soever | command you, that shall ye ob-
serve to do: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish
from it” (Deut. 12:32).

What is suggested is that obedience requires doing ex-
actly what God commands without modification. Israel
was warned against adding to or diminishing from God's
commandment, and in the first of the three verses the
purpose of such strict adherence to the divine command
is assigned — "that (i.e., in order that) ye may keep the
commandments of Jehovah your God." This is simply
saying that the only way to keep the commandments of
God is to do exactly as God says, without addition or sub-
traction.

When one adds to or diminishes from the divine com-
mandment, and then fulfills the modified version, he has
not kept the commandment of God at all; he has done as
he pleases. That is a lesson worth remembering. The
commandments of God that are in force today are not the
same commandments which God gave in an earlier age.
But the meaning of obedience does not change, no mat-

ter what commandments God gives.
by L.A. Mott, Jr.




