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Attending church services regularly is like making a path through 

the forest: the more often you use it, the less obstruction you find 

in the way." 

December 3, 2017 

Those to Serve 

(B) Calvin Burks 

(FV) Vernon Houts  

(O) Doug Pruett  

(A) Judd Wall 

1st prayer  Jack Wall 

2nd prayer  Kyle Stifflemire 

Announcements:  Keith Stifflemire 

Singing: Mike Mallett  

Prayer List:   
Jace Slone 

Virginia Lovell  
Letha Sheldon  

Mildred Lovell 

Janese Lancaster 

Ruby Jones 

Loyd Crownover 

Pray for our Nation 

Our Troops   

Law Enforcement 

Rescue Personal 

Sunday Worship:                                          

9:30 am Bible Study                                            

10:20 am Worship 

12:30 pm Afternoon 

Wednesday Night 

6:00 pm 

Will Vann, Preacher  

863-899-0987 

Email: wvvann@yahoo.com 

www.evantchurchofchrist.org 

 

Lynetta Vann Dec. 14th  

Virginia Lovell Dec. 19th 

Letha Sheldon Dec. 25th 

Will Vann Dec. 26th 

Dates to Remember 

December 3rd 

Mission  Fund 

December 7th 

Pearl Harbor Day 

December 21st 

First Day of Winter 

December 25th 

Christmas Day 

December 31st 

New Years Eve 

Please keep Jace Slone in your 

prayers. He had  a viral infection 

know as  Myopericarditis which 

effected his heart. He is now at 

home but will not be allowed to 

do any sport activities for about 4 

or 6 months. 

Mark your calenders for 

December 16th          

5:30 pm , there will be a  

Christmas party at       

Ruby Jones home 

Be sure to attend it might 

be you year to take the 

Red Bull Home 



An Eloquent Man 
by Billy Norris  

 
Whether in the polit ical arena, the classroom, or the pulpit, elo-
quent speakers are few in number. In graduate school at the be-
ginning of the year I attended my f irst assembly. Deeply impressed 
by the marvelous eloquence of the visit ing speaker, I looked for-
ward to the assembly periods throughout the year. I could envision 
the programs on a very high and helpful level. It turned out I had 
raised my expectations too high, for never again throughout the 
whole year was there a speaker in the same league with the one 
who spoke at the init ial assembly.  
Apollos is described as an "eloquent man," wonderfully gifted in 
that along with his eloquence he was mighty in the Scriptures. Not 
only was Apollos eloquent of speech, he must have been an ear-
nest, eloquent l istener. When Aquila and Priscil la took him aside 
and explained to him the way of the Lord more acurately concern-
ing baptism, it is evident that he listened, learned, and corrected 
his mistaken posit ion. "And when he desired to cross to Achaia, 
the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him..." (Acts 
18:24-28).  
Is there such a thing as an eloquent l istener? There may be just as 
much art in l istening as there is to speaking. The teacher had the 
litt le boy read a story to the class. When he had finished, she 
asked him to relate to the class in his own words what he had 
read. She was surprised to hear him say, "I can't." When she 
asked, "Why? You have just read it aloud to the class," He con-
fessed, "I know, but I wasn't l istening."  
Christ said, "Take heed how you hear..." (Luke 8:18).  
Eloquence does not come easy. Demosthenes, the renowned an-
cient Greek orator, demonstrates this fact. Faced with numerous 
diff iculties -- weak lungs, an unpleasant voice, an ungainly manner 
-- he had to make special effort to strengthen his voice and give 
clearness to his speech. Standing on the seashore, with pebbles in 
his mouth, he shouted against the roar of the waves. His efforts 
were not in vain, for his arduous and determined regimen helped 
to make him one of the greatest orators of all t ime.  
As there are characteristics of an eloquent speaker, there are also 
certain characteristics of an eloquent l istener.  
1. Attentive Listening: -- Inattentive, aimless listening wastes 
time and breeds boredom. By the end of the message one has 
learned little and may have paid only enough attention to confuse 
and distort the message. Listen carefully, for even with the best of 
attention one may not be able to remember all that is said.  
2.  Retentive Listening: -- The psalmist said, "Your Word I have 
hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You." (Psalm 
119:11). Retentive listening requires effort -- repetit ion of thought, 
running references. Always have your Bible with you at every ser-
vice -- even taking notes for subsequent reference. After the ser-
vice talk about the Scriptures used in the message; discuss them 
in the home with the family.  

(continu(ed on next page)  

An Eloquent Man 
(continued)  

3.  Judicial Listening: -- As Jesus taught His disciples, "Take heed 
how you hear," He also taught them, "Take heed what you 
hear." (Mark 4:24). Even though we may have great confidence in 
the speaker, l ike the Bereans we must search the Scriptures "to f ind 
out whether these things were so." (Acts 17:11). Though we want to 
have the greatest confidence in the speaker, we are not to accept 
his word solely on the basis of our admiration for him. In time past 
as well-known preacher, becoming fascinated with a speculative 
and false doctr ine, left the Scriptures. Someone who had known him 
through the years, and who was a great admirer, said, "He is such a 
good man. I cannot believe that he would teach error." And im-
portant test of goodness is soundness in the Scriptures. One who is 
greatly admired can do greater harm when he does depart from the 
Word of God. "Beloved, do not believe every spir it, but test the spir-
its, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world." (I John 4:1).  
4.  Willing Listening: -- Cornelius is an example of a will ing listen-
er. Having gather in his relatives and close friends, when Peter 
came to his home, Cornelius said, "Now therefore we are all present 
before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God." (Acts 
10:33). Those who obeyed the gospel were first will ing listeners -- 
Cornelius and his house, the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8), the Philip-
pian jailor, who eager to hear asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?" (Acts 16:30).  
5.  Courageous Listening: -- Some have not l istened to the Lord 
with enough courage to do what He said. Though God told King 
Saul to destroy the Amelekites and all that they possessed, he 
saved the king and the finest of their f locks and herds. When 
pressed by Samuel, he confessed, "I have sinned, for I have trans-
gressed the commandment of the Lord and your words, because I 
feared the people and obeyed their voice." (I Samuel 15:24). Saul 
paid a dear price for lacking the courage to do what God command-
ed. On the other hand there have been those who listened with 
great interest and courage. The Ethiopian eunuch, high in the 
queen's government, had the courage to obey at the f irst opportuni-
ty to learn the gospel. He could have rationalized about whether the 
queen would be displeased with his accepting this new religion. He 
could have thought of himself as being in too high a position to con-
descend to the lowly requirements of Christianity. He listened to 
Philip the evangelist and courageously obeyed. Some in our own 
time, not as courageous, have failed to obey out of fear of displeas-
ing relatives or fr iends.  
6.  Personal Listening: -- This means applying the message to self, 
not necessarily to someone else. "What must  I do ?" 
If one has to labor t irelessly to be an effective speaker, does it not 
stand to reason that dil igent effort must be made to be a successful 
l istener? Then let us l isten with the greatest care in order to learn, 
to remember, and to apply the word of God to our daily l ives in 
preparation for the place Christ has gone to prepare for His own. 
(John 14:1-6).  


