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Attending church services regularly is like making a path through 

the forest: the more often you use it, the less obstruction you find 

in the way." 

September 10, 2017 

Those to Serve 

(B) Jack Wall (FV) Vernon Houts 

(O) Doug Pruitt (A) Kyle Stifflemire 

1st prayer  Judd Wall 

2nd prayer Calvin Burks 

Announcements:  Keith Stifflemire 

Singing: Mike Mallett 

Prayer List:   
Virginia Lovell  
Letha Sheldon  

Mildred Lovell 

Janese Lancaster 

Ruby Jones 

Loyd Crownover 

Pray for our Nation 

Our Troops   

Law Enforcement 

Rescue Personal 

Sunday Worship:                                          

9:30 am Bible Study                                            

10:20 am Worship 

12:30 pm Afternoon 

Wednesday Night 

7:pm 

Will Vann, Preacher  

863-899-0987 

Email: wvvann@yahoo.com 

www.evantchurchofchrist.org 

 

Kathy Stifflemire Sept. 24th 

Vernon Houts Sept. 24th 

Autumn Vann Sept. 29th 

Dates to Remember 

September 10th 

Grandparent Day 

September 22nd 

First day of Fall 

September 24th 

Noon Fellowship 

 

The Evant church of Christ has 

sent  $2000 to Westside 

church of Christ in Alvin, TX to 

help  those affected by         

hurricane Harvey.  

It's Not My Fault! 
By Mike Riley2/11/2017 

Man is inclined, when he is wrong, 
to lay the blame on someone else. 
He is like the small boy who was 
standing on the cat’s tail. The 
mother, hearing the terrible out-
burst from the cat, called from the 
next room, “Tommy, stop pulling 
that cat’s tail!” Tommy yelled back, 
“I’m not pulling the cat’s tail. I’m 
standing on it. The cat is doing the 
pulling!” 
Is this not what Adam and Eve did 
in the garden of Eden in Genesis 
3:12-13? Adam blamed God for 
his sin because God gave him that 
woman, and blamed Eve for giving 
him the fruit. Eve, in turn, blamed 
the serpent for their wrong doing. 
Many in the church today have the 
“it’s not my fault” mentality. They 
either make excuse or blame 
someone else for their own sins or 
shortcomings. Brethren, it is time 
to take an honest look at our-
selves by the standard of God’s 
word (2 Corinthians 13:5), look at 
our sins for what they are, confess 
them, and ask God to forgive us (1 
John 1:9). Only then can we truly 
be fruitful in the Lord’s kingdom 
(John 15:5,7,8; cf. Matthew 
5:16; Philippians 1:11). 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%203.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%203.12-13
https://gewatkins.net/tag/standard/
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Cor%2013.5
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20John%201.9
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20John%201.9
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2015.5
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2015.7
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2015.8
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%205.16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%205.16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Phil%201.11


Failure Need Not Be Fatal 

History books are filled with biographies of failures who made good. From 

them we can learn the valuable lesson that failure need not be fatal. 

The first President of the United States—the father of our country—lost 

two-thirds of the battles he fought during the Revolutionary War. But 

George Washington won the war, founded a nation, and succeeded bril-

liantly in spite of those failures. 

Who failed more than Babe Ruth? In a baseball career that spanned 21 

years, the immortal slugger hit 714 home runs, but he struck out 1,330 

times. Until he retired in 1935, this famous failure was baseball’s biggest 

attraction. 

Just because one fails at some point in life does not necessarily mean he 

or she is a failure. After Edison had experimented 10,000 times with his 

storage battery and still could not get it to work, a friend tried to comfort 

him. “Why l have not failed,” Edison replied. “I’ve just found 10,000 ways 

that won’t work.” Nearly deaf and with only three months of formal school-

ing, Thomas A. Edison patented more than 1,000 inventions. During his 

60 years of reaching toward the unknown, Edison failed more than he 

succeeded. But who would call Edison a failure? 

Is it a sin to fail? The answer is both yes and no. It is a sin when failure is 

due to moral or spiritual laxness or to laziness. But it is not a sin to fail 

when one has done his best, within the will of God, and the results were 

not what he wanted. 

One must not be so afraid of life that one refuses to try. We don’t have to 

succeed, but we do 

have to give life a run for its money. 

A faithful old preacher felt he had failed miserably when he reported to his 

congregation that only one new member–and just a boy at that–had been 

added to the church during the year. But that boy went on to become a 

missionary in Africa who brought the gospel to tribes that previously had 

never heard the name of Jesus. 

Take heart! If life has put you on the canvas and pummeled the breath out 

of you, it is still too early to quit. If you feel you must quit, then do it the 

day after tomorrow. You may have lost the battle today, but you could win 

the war tomorrow. 

As Grantland Rice, America’s first great sports writer, put it, “When Jesus 

comes to judge us, He will not be so concerned about whether we won or 

lost, but how we played the game!” The world will measure you by your 

success, but God will measure you by your faithfulness (1 Corinthians 

4:2). 

via Church of Christ    Grand Blanc, MI 

Persons of Conviction 

A traveling preacher in pioneer days asked a backwoods woman if she had any 
religious convictions. She said, “Naw, nor my ole man neither. He was tried for 
hog stealin’ once, but he warn’t convicted.” 

Some people understand the word conviction about as much as this woman did. 
Yet conviction is the very heart of what motivates us to live the Christian life. 
Conviction is being convinced and really believing. It is the assurance and con-
fidence of true Bible faith. What is faith? The essence of faith is conviction. It 
is being genuinely persuaded. The American Standard Version gives a good 
translation of Hebrews 11:11: “Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a 
conviction of things not seen.” 

Conviction drives a person to be baptized. When the eunuch asked about 
being baptized, Philip said, “If thou believest with all thine heart, thou may-
est” (Acts 8:37). If a person really believes in heaven and hell, how can he keep 
from obeying the gospel? 

Conviction moves a Christian to stand up and defend the gospel. If a man 
really believes that God means What he says, he will not stay quiet when peo-
ple abuse God’s Word. 

Conviction motivates a person to evangelize. If he really believes that his 
friends and relatives are bound for the place “Which bumeth with fire and brim-
stone” (Rev. 21:8), he will do all he can to save them. Paul said, “As it is Writ-
ten, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore 
speak” (2 Cor. 4:13). 

Conviction keeps a Christian faithful to the doctrine of Christ. It keeps him 
from being “tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doc-
trine” (Eph. 4:14). 

Conviction moves a person to give up sin. The conviction that he will stand 
before God will motivate him to live right more than all the wisdom human 
psychology can offer. Conviction keeps a man from sin. When Joseph was ap-
proached by Potiphar’s Wife, his conviction in God kept him pure: “How then 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” (Gen. 39:9). 

Conviction is behind every area of genuine service to God. It moves us to at-
tend all the services, give as we should, get involved in the work of the church, 
and order our lives after God’s will. Do we wonder why people in the church 
don’t act like they should? The answer is simple: there is a lack of conviction. 
The stronger the conviction, the greater the service. 

God help us to “increase our faith” (Luke 17:5).    Kerry Duke Livingston, TN 


