Those to Serve
(B) Jack Wall (FV) Calvin Burks
(O) Doug Pruitt (A) Kyle Stifflemire
1st prayer Judd Wall
2nd prayer Vernon Houts
Announcements: Jack Wall
Singing: Mike Mallett

Prayer List:
Virginia Lovell

Edifier

Letha Sheldon
Mildred Lovell
Janese Lancaster
Ruby Jones
Loyd Crownover
Pray for our Nation
Our Troops
Law Enforcement
Rescue Personal
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Try it Again
Jack Wall August 20th
Cindi Wall August 26th

August 7th
Keith & Kathy Stifflemire
Dates to Remember
August 6th
Mission Sunday
August 17th
First Day of School-Lampasas
August 23rd
First Day of School-Evant
August 27th

Fellowship Sunday

August 6, 2017

At a Wednesday evening church
meeting a very wealthy man
rose to give his testimony.
I’m a millionaire,” he said,
“and I attribute it all to the rich
blessings of God in my life. I can
still remember the turning point
in my faith, like it was yesterday:
I had just earned my first dollar
and I went to a church meeting
that night. The speaker was a
missionary who told about his
work. I knew that I only had a
dollar bill and had to either give
it all to God’s work or nothing at
all. So at that moment I decided
to give my whole dollar to God. I
believe that God blessed that
decision, and that is why I am a
rich man today.”
As he finished it was clear
that everyone had been moved
by this man’s story. But, as he
took his seat, a little old lady
sitting in the same pew leaned
over and said: “Wonderful story!
I dare you to do it again!”

Attending church services regularly is like making a path through
the forest: the more often you use it, the less obstruction you find
in the way."
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Potential is not Enough
by Doy Moyer

"It is a most mortifying reflection for a man to consider what he
has done, compared to what he might have done" (Samuel Johnson, 1770).
Potential has to do with something that can happen, but has not
yet happened. It has to do with possibilities: unrealized and undeveloped. W hile it is good to have the capacity to do many things,
potential alone is not enough to accomplish what is necessary.
Christians have great potential. W e have the potential for growth,
to convert many people to t he Lord, to make a strong impact on
the communities around us. There are great possibilities; the future looks fantastic from this viewpoint.
But potential is not enough! Just because we have the ability to do
something does not mean that we will do it. A congregation with
great potential is no guarantee that they will make the most out of
it. Remember, while something is still potential, it has not happened. W hat a tragedy it would be if, given the possibilities before
so many Christians, these potentials were never realized!
Potential is realized when we press on with diligence to grow. W e
must act on our abilities and improve upon them. It takes work and
commitment, not just recognition that we "can" do many things.
The one talent man had the ability to gain another, but his laziness
marked him forever as never reaching his potential ( Matthew
25:14ff).
Sometimes people boast about their former days. "These seats
used to be filled up." "W e used to have so many classes going."
"W e used to be known for our singing." So? W hat are we doing
now and where are we headed? Potential will never be seen by
resting on the past. Paul understood this: " Not that I have already
attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay
hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I
do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward
to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus " (Philippians 3:1214). Paul did not think in terms glor ying in his past accomplishments or moping about his failures. His potential for perfection
would only be realized through continually pressing toward the
goal. Shall we expect less now?
God has provided for a local church to grow and be what He wants
it to be (Ephesians 4:11-16). Teaching takes place, saints are
equipped to serve and edify, unity is accomplished, maturity is accomplished, and the church grows as each individual members
does his or her part. However, as long as there are Christians who
do not do their share, the total potential of a congregation will not
be seen.
(continued on next page)

Potential is not Enough
(continued)

A church may accomplish much and be known for its faithfulness,
but it will never attain to its full ability as long as there are some
who do not act as they ought. One or two people cannot work for
everyone else. "... the whole body, joined and knit together by what
every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying
of itself in love " (Ephesians 4:16).
Not everyone does the same work. One person may not have abilities that another may have, and vice -versa. But God expects each
person to do what he/she can do. Potential means nothing unless
we are willing to act on it.
There is a sense in which we will never reach our full potential on
this earth. W e must avoid the attitude that says, "I did it; I'm perfect" (see Revelation 3:14-22). If we become satisfied with our spiritual lives so that we do not work for further growth and knowledge,
we are in serious trouble. So, while we recognize that we have potential, let's always be striving to grow and mature. If we will, our
capacity for heaven will be attained when this life is over ( II Timothy
4:7-8).
So ask yourself, "W hat have I done?" Then ask, "W hat am I able to
do?" Are you working hard toward fulfilling your abilities?

“Numbers" versus Real Growth
Paul Earnhart

I have an uneasiness about any great emphasis on statistics in
measuring the growth of churches. I am skeptical because
numbers can so often mask what is happening to people. The
ultimate goal of our Father for His children is both spiritual and
personal. He wills that we be "conformed to the image of His
Son" (Rom. 8:29). Success or failure in this enterprise cannot be
measured by mere statistics. A far more important question to
raise as numbers change is how individual saints are faring in
their effort to be more Christ-like. Churches only truly grow as the
individual members of those assemblies grow. What is the glory of
our numbers if people are not prepared to go to heaven?

