Sentence Sermons from Acts (Part 1)
The book of Acts vividly records the first thirty years of the history of the
church of Christ. As Wayne Jackson noted, “Christianity burst into existence
with a debut more dramatic than anything history had ever known” (The Acts
of the Apostles: From Jerusalem to Rome, p. 1). Embedded within this thrilling description of events are practical lessons in abundance. Following are a
few examples of these useful messages.
1. Following the Lord’s example means that we will practice what we preach
(1:1).
2. It is important not to misunderstand the nature of Christ’s kingdom (1:6-8).
3. Jesus is coming again (1:10-11).
4. We should not neglect prayer, especially in times of uncertainty (1:14).
5. God knows the hearts of all men (1:24).
6. Tongue-speaking, as claimed by some today, is not the same as that recorded in the New Testament (2:6-8, 11).
7. Immersion in water is necessary for the salvation of the sinner (2:37-38).
8. We should be willing to help people in whatever ways we can (3:6).
9. The prophets predicted the suffering of Jesus and the establishing of His
church (3:24-26).
10. Some people will not be convinced of the truth regardless of the evidence (4:17).
11. It should be difficult for Christians to keep silent about Jesus (4:19-20).
12. Lying is always wrong (5:3-4).
13. Discipline deters if properly employed (5:11).
14. God is the highest authority (5:29).
15. Prejudice should not exist among Christians (6:1).
16. Responsibilities in the local church should be assigned to spiritual people according to each one’s ability (6:2-4).
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Unity Based Upon The “Standard” Of God’s
Truth

By Mike Riley
How do we know that there are 12 inches in one foot and three feet in one yard? It is
because our society has a “standard” of measurement. Webster defines a standard as,
“something established by authority, custom, or general consent as a model or example”.
The Need For Standards
In every facet of life, we recognize the need for standards. Go to the fabric shop and ask
for a yard of material, they will give you 36 inches. If a shop is not giving a full 36 inches
of material, then they are not selling a yard and are cheating their customers. Stop at the
gas station to fill up your car and notice the stickers on the pumps signed by the state
commissioner of agriculture. Those stickers say the pumps meet the standards of delivering gasoline by the gallon and metering the fractions of gallons correctly. Standards are
important. Where no standard exists, confusion reigns. If the designers of a stadium decide to put first down markers every 12 yards instead of every 10, then teams playing in
that stadium used to the 10 yard rule are at an extreme disadvantage and may become
confused as to how they are doing in the game. If there were no standards for medicines,
people would be overdosing or under-dosing, risking possible death. There must be a
standard in order to achieve and maintain harmony and unity in our society.
The Need For A Standard In Religion
A standard must also exist in matters of religion. If there is no standard, any doctrine or
practice could be considered legitimate, and that would lead to utter confusion. Many
people in the religious world fail to recognize the “standard” God has put forth for pleasing Him. We are not talking about matters of judgment such as what color to paint the
meeting place, whether or not to have a drinking fountain, a kitchen facility, or any such
thing. What we are talking about is the doctrine which we practice. Paul told Timothy
that, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). We know that God is
not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33), and as such gives man an infallible
standard by which to conduct his manner of life (Philippians 1:27). The Corinthian brethren were given the admonition to “speak the same thing” (1 Corinthians 1:10). In this
reading, Paul also points out that the result of not speaking the same thing leads to division, which is displeasing to God. The peace of God that is to rule in our hearts unites us
in one body (Colossians 3:15) because we have the same standard which we can go by.
When one rejects the the inspired standard, strife and division occurs.
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(continued)
Our Plea For Unity Based Upon God’s “Standard”
Often times, members of the church of Christ are accused of being divisive. However,
the exact opposite is true. We believe in uniting men under one standard – the Bible.
Our plea and prayer is for unity, but unity based upon the “standard” of God’s truth
(John 17:17). If individuals will adhere to this inspired standard, peace and unity will
reign. God does not base our service to Him on our opinions of what He likes or dislikes. He does not reveal one thing to one and something else to another. Rather, God
has given us His “standard” for unity.
Conclusion
Some in the church today cry for unity, but do not accept God’s “standard”. The question is, who causes division when such is opposed? Is the “standard” governed by the
one who believes there are 36 inches in a yard, or the one whose yardstick is only 30
inches? Brethren, let’s never stray from the “standard” of God’s inspired and infallible
Word (1 Peter 4:11).

Wise Thoughts
1. When we talk we repeat what we already know; when we listen we
learn and grow wiser.
2. The brighter you are, the more you know what you don’t know!
3. You alone can use your time and abilities, choose wisely.
4. Learning is the best wealth -- no one can ever take it from you.
5. When all else fails, read the owner’s manual: The Bible!
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