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Lesson #3  

Setting Up The Study 

(continued) 
 

8)  Spend time in getting people ready to hear.  Jesus did.  He of-
ten healed and fed people and then they were in a proper frame of 
mind to listen.   
9)  Invite non-members to eat with you.  Christ ate with Zacchae-
us.  It is said of the Lord in Matthew 9:11 that He ate "with publicans 
and sinners."  We should be making friends with those who are not 
Christians so they can be led to Christ.  
10)  In talking to another we should remember that his convictions 
are just as sacred to him as ours are to us.  What he believes may 
seem foolish to us, and it may be easy for us to see his error, but it is 
hard for him.  It is difficult for him to give it up.  
11)  Never, never, never argue and always maintain a calm compo-
sure and tone of voice when talking to people about their salvation.  If 
you argue, a soul will be lost.  Many people want the truth and will wel-
come it if it is presented correctly.    
12)  Avoid a belligerent, haughty, excited, argumentative, or angry 
attitude.  If we don’t then a wall of opposition springs up.  (A) If you 
say "I’ll prove it to you", in his mind he thinks "I’d like to see you do 
it."  (B) If you say "Let me show you", he thinks "Maybe so but I won’t 
accept it from you if you do."  It is better to say "could we see what the 
Bible says."  Don’t quote scriptures to him.  Ask him to read the scrip-
ture.  
13)  We should not make the other person angry.  Most people 
don’t get angry because of the truth but because of the way or attitude 
in which it is presented.  Some go to the other extreme and spend so 
much time trying to be nice and are so careful to try to keep from hurt-
ing someone’s feelings that they never get around to setting up the 
study or presenting the truth.  Too many times we may care more for a 
person's feelings than we do for their soul.  
14)  Be alert for people who are undergoing trauma such as death 
of loved ones, serious illness, divorce, automobile accidents, financial 
difficulties, etc.  In times like these, people realize how vulnerable they 
are and many times are looking to God for help.  Many times this pro-
vides a great opportunity to talk to people about their souls.      
15)  A person must see that he is lost and needs the study.  Do not 
allow the person to jump around with you.  Examples of poor soil: (A) 
"Let me check with my husband."  (B) Would you check back lat-
ter?"  (C) "I will study if it doesn’t take too long."  (D) "I would like to ask 
my preacher."  (E) Being passive.  
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Lesson #3  
Setting Up The Study 

1)  Pray to God to help you to say the right thing, in the right 
way.  Pray for open doors, for wisdom & strength to take advantage 
of the opportunities.  Pray for open hearts and for the prospect to 
have ease of understanding.  
2)  Until a study is set up it can’t be conducted.  To set up a study 
we must ASK.  We should not be afraid that we are going to make a 
mistake in asking a person to study the Bible with us.  The only per-
son who never made a mistake is the one who did nothing for fear of 
making a mistake, but he made the biggest mistake of all by doing 
nothing.  If we have sincerity and love for lost souls then what we say 
will not be so important.  We must realize that everyone has a pre-
cious soul.  Remember to always strive to gain a study appointment 
with a definite time and date rather than just answering questions on 
the spur of the moment.              
3)  Different people should be approached differently.  Jude 22-
23 says, "And on some have compassion, making a difference; and 
others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the 
garment spotted by the flesh."  
4)  Be genuinely sincere when we are talking to someone about 
his soul.  His soul is the most important thing in the world, and if he 
thinks we think so then he will see how important it is.  If we could 
only realize how precious a soul is, then we would not despair any 
effort to teach them the truth.  Love of the lost will lead us to an untir-
ing effort for the salvation of others.  If we really love the souls of 
people, we cannot bear the thought that they will be lost forev-
er.  People don’t care how much we know until they know how much 
we care.  People will be more willing to listen to us if they really be-
lieve we care.    
5)  Be genuinely interested in the interests of others.  In choosing 
His apostles, Christ was interested in the fishing of Peter, Andrew, 
James, and John and He helped them catch some fish.  We should 
help people in time of need and they will be grateful to us.  If we are 
not interested in people, they will not be interested in what we have 
to say about the gospel.      
6)  Don’t be intimidated.  The vast majority of people are a novice 
and their knowledge of spiritual matters is quite limited.  
7)  Get the person alone.  Christ talked to Nicodemus, Zacchaeus, 
and the Samaritan woman alone.  It is difficult to talk to a person 
about his soul before others.  

(continued on back page) 

 

I’LL HAVE TO MISS THESE SUNDAYS 

Dear God, 
I know worship is important, but I need to miss sometimes. I think I should be 
excused for the following reasons: 
Christmas, New Years, July 4th, other holidays...................... 5  
School beginning and closing.............................................. 2  
Out of town ball games, tournaments.................................. 10 
Family reunions (one for wife, one for husband)...................... 2 
Anniversary..................................................................... 1  
Sickness (one per family member)........................................ 5 
Unexpected company, bad weather, Super Bowl, TV specials.... 8 
House and car repairs........................................................ 3 
Time change /alarm not working .......................................... 4  
Business trips and vacation................................................. 6  
I see the total of 46 is a little high, but You can count on me the other Sundays, if 
I’m not hindered.  
"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 

but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approach-

ing," Hebrews 10:25.  


