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Effective Communication And A Merry Heart 
By Mike Riley 

The following humorous, but meaningful story comes from Montana Street 
bulletin, illustrating our need for effective communication as we interact with 
others (especially our spouses!): 

While attending a marriage seminar dealing with effective communication, 
Tom and his wife, Grace, attentively listened to their instructor say: 

“It is essential that husbands and wives know each other’s likes 
and dislikes.” 

He then addressed the men in attendance: 

“Can you name your wife’s favorite flower?” 

Tom leaned over to Grace, touched her arm gently and whispered: 

“It’s Pillsbury, isn’t it?” 

Brethren and friends, “A merry heart does good, like medi-
cine” (Proverbs 17:22-NKJV). 

We Are An Open Book To God 

By Mike Riley 

We are an open book to God — there’s nothing about us that is hidden from Him 

(Hebrews 4:13 – NKJV; cf. Psalm 90:8 – NKJV; Ecclesiastes 12:14 – NKJV).  

Psalm 139 tells us: 

God knows everything we do (Psalm 139:2 – NKJV). He knows all the activities 

of our day and every detail of our schedule. 

God knows everything we think (Psalm 139:2) – NKJV) — the good the bad, the 

wholesome, and the impure. 

God knows everywhere we go — “You comprehend my path …. and are ac-

quainted with all my ways” (Psalm 139:3 – NKJV; Psalm 139:7-9 – NKJV). 

God knows everything we say (Psalm 139:4 – NKJV). 

In fact, God knows us better than we know ourselves (Luke 12:7 – NKJV; He-

brews 4:13 – NKJV). It’s comforting to be known so intimately by our Lord — 

even with all our flaws, and yet be loved so completely (Hebrews 13:5 – NKJV; 1 

Peter 5:7 – NKJV). 

http://gewatkins.net/author/mbriley/
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Prov%2017.22
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THE NAME OF THE CHURCH 

A name is a means of identification. While not the exclusive means, it is a 

very important identity mark. Did the Lord give a name to His people collective-

ly? Does the church He built have a name? The answer is a definite yes. 

Please read the following statement. “For this reason I bow my knees to 

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven 

and earth is named” (Eph. 3:14-15). The verb “is named” is passive. The nam-

ing is “from” the Lord Jesus Christ. W. E. Vine notes that this use of the verb 

means, “to name, call, give a name to” and cites Luke 6:13,14 as an example 

of what he means. The passage in Luke says that Jesus chose twelve whom 

He also named apostles. 

The naming of the church is significant. The identity of the Lord’s people is 

expedited by knowing how the Lord named them. Were it not for this identifia-

ble feature of the church, more confusion would exist than presently does. 

When the Lord’s people are named by the Lord, those who wear that name, at 

least in part, may be identified as the Lord’s. Anyone disposed to deny that the 

Lord named His church should respond to the point made by W. E. Vine. 

Names are used for different purposes. In our generation, a multitude of 

religious groups proudly boast a name that denominates them and thus sepa-

rates them from all other religious groups. These are divisive names. But, 

there are names that simply denote relationship, rather than personal identity. 

This is the case of the name by which God’s people are known and identified. 

When the Lord called twelve men “apostles” that name identified them in rela-

tion to Christ and the mission He designed for them. They were sent out from 

Him with the saving message of the gospel--thus apostles. 

The name “Church of Christ” is a relational name that identifies God’s peo-

ple. “Churches of Christ” is a biblical expression found in Romans 16:16. Paul 

wrote, “the Churches of Christ salute you.” It is not a name designed to distin-

guish one religious group from all others. In the first century, that was not nec-

essary. 

Various names such as “church”, “the body of Christ,” “the way,” “the 

church of God,” etc. all refer to the Lord’s people. There were no different 

groups who professed to be sectarian followers of Christ. The denominations 

of the first century were sects of the Jewish religion. Today, that is not the 

case. There are numerous groups all claiming to follow the Lord’s teaching but 

identified as human denominations.              (continued on next page) 

The Name of the Church 

(continued) 

The reason why it is appropriate today to use the scriptural name for 
God’s people is also accommodative. If you go to a community 
completely strange to you and begin looking for the Lord’s people, 
the most accommodative way for you to find them is by the name 
they wear. While most Christians know full well that the Lord did not 
give His church a name like the denominational world uses, still we 
need some means to identify ourselves in today’s world. To refer to 
a local group of the people of God as the Church of Christ in that 
community, or to say they are members of the West End Church of 
Christ in a certain city is such an accommodation. It is not an effort 
to denominationalize the church. 

James P. Miller once said, “you can have the right name of the 
wrong church but you can’t have the right church without the right 
name.” I still find that pretty good logic and am not of the disposition 
to dispute it. The name is important. If you are in some religious 
group that does not show by its name that it is related to Christ, it is 
time to exit from it and find the Lord’s people--those who are 
named by the Lord. 


