When You Thought | Wasn’t Looking

A message every adult should read, because children are
watching you and doing as you do, not as you say.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | saw you hang my first
painting on the refrigerator, and | immediately wanted to paint
another one.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | saw you feed a stray
cat, and | learned that it was good to be kind to animals.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | saw you make my fa-
vorite cake for me and | learned that the little things can be the
special things in life.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | heard you say a
prayer, and | knew there is a God | could always talk to and |
learned to trust in God.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | saw you make a meal
and take it to a friend who was sick, and | learned that we all
have to help take care of each other.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | saw you give of your
time and money to help people who had nothing and | learned
that those who have something should give to those who don't.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | saw you take care of
our house and everyone in it and | learned we have to take
care of what we are given.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | saw how you handled
your responsibilities, even when you didn’t feel good and |
learned that | would have to be responsible when | grow up.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | saw tears come from
your eyes and | learned that sometimes things hurt, but it’s all
right to cry.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | saw that you
cared and | wanted to be everything that | could be.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | learned most of
life’s lessons that | need to know to be a good and pro-
ductive person when | grow up.

When you thought | wasn’t looking, | looked at you and
wanted to say, “Thanks for all the things | saw when you

thought | wasn'’t looking.”
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The Lesson Of Nadab And Abihu
By Ron Boatwright

God has chosen to give us some valuable lessons from
the Old Testament. "For whatever things were written be-
fore were written for our learning" (Romans 15:4). Nadab
and Abihu were priests in the tabernacle of God under the
Old Testament. One of their duties was to burn incense in
the tabernacle at 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM each day. "Then
Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer
and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire
before the Lord, which he had not commanded them. So
fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they
died before the Lord" (Leviticus 10:1-2). The KJV says
"strange fire". It was "profane" or "strange fire" because
that fire was not authorized.

Nadab and Abihu were told in offering the incense they
were to "take a censer full of burning coals of fire from the
altar" (Leviticus 16:12). Apparently they chose to ignore
the Lord’s instructions and do as they saw fit and get the
fire elsewhere. Because their sin was doing that which the
Lord "had not commanded them", they were struck dead
for doing so. Doing that which the Lord "had not com-
manded" is prohibitive.

If the Lord struck people dead today who are bent on
pleasing themselves and not God by engaging in unauthor-
ized religious practices the way He struck Nadab and Abihu,
the world population might not be as large as it is. "Now all
these things happened to them as examples, and they were
written for our admonition" (1 Corinthians 10:11). We will all
be held accountable (Romans 14:12). The warning we re-
ceive from the example of Nadab and Abihu is the Lord se-
verely punishes those who act in the absence of His authori-
zation.
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And may God grant that His grace may really affect your heart with
suitable impressions of His goodness. Remember that God made
you, that God keeps you alive and preserves you from all harm, and
gives you all the powers and the capacity whereby you are able to
read of Him and of Jesus Christ, your Savior and Redeemer, and to
do every other needful business of life. And while you look around
you and see the great privileges and advantages you have above
what other children have (of learning to read and write, of being
taught the meaning of the great truths of the Bible), you must remem-
ber not to be proud on that account but to bless God and be thankful
and endeavor in your turn to assist others with the knowledge you
may gain (to his daughter)
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