Why Do People Sin

(continued)

People sin because of the influence of the people with whom they asso-
ciate. "Do not be deceived: evil company corrupts good habits" (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:33). We must carefully choose our associates. To protect our-
selves from sin we must, "Abstain from all appearance of evil" (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:22).

We also sin when we don’t do what we should do. "Therefore, to him
that knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin" (James
4:17). One of the things some people fail to do is they fail to assemble for
worship. But we are not to "forsake the assembling of ourselves together
as is the manner of some...for if we sin willfully after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for
sin" (Hebrews 10:25-26). If we continue willfully in our sin and don’t re-
pent, we will die in our sins and be lost (John 8:24). Let us not be de-
ceived by sin, because the wages of sin is spiritual death in Hell forever
(Romans 6:23).

On Being A Fool
By Ron Boatwright

God’s word says, "The fool has said in his heart, there is no
God" (Psalms 14:1). One who does not believe in God will be eternally lost
because as a fool he will not obey God. Since a fool does not believe in
God, he trusts in his own self. "He who trusts in his own heart is a
fool" (Proverbs 28:26). As an atheist he doesn’t think he can be
wrong. But, "Professing to be wise they became fools" (Romans 1:22). A
fool has closed his mind to the fact that God exists. "The way of the fool is
right in his own eyes" (Proverbs 12:15). One who does not believe in God
leads a purposeless life, without any hope. It is such a sad situation. If he
only knew what he is facing in eternity.

There are also those who say they believe in God, but by their actions
they don’t obey Him. Even though they say they believe in God they are
practicing atheists. These are also fools. Jesus says, "by their fruits you
will know them (Matthew 7:20).

A child of God can also become a fool by being unfaithful to the
Lord. We are warned, "Beware, brethern, lest there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God" (Hebrews 3:12). The
Bible does say that, "some will depart from the faith...having their own con-
science seared with a hot iron" (1 Timothy 4:1-2). When they do depart
they will have "condemnation because they have cast off their first faith" (1
Timothy 5:12).

To not be a fool we must, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean
not on your own understanding" (Proverbs 3:5). "Let’'s make our calling
and election sure" (2 Peter 1:10) as we "seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness" (Matthew 6:33). Let’s not be a fool.
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Why Do People Sin?
By Ron Boatwright

We are free moral agents. God could have made us as robots, but He
didn’t. We have a choice in the matter. "For all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). There are several reasons why peo-
ple sin.

People sin because, "There is no fear of God before their
eyes" (Romans 3:18). They have no respect for God, our Creator. But
the "whole duty of man" is to "fear God and keep His command-
ments" (Ecclesiastes 12:13). Before we can keep God’'s commandments
we must know what they are. But God says, "My people are destroyed for
a lack of knowledge" (Hosea 4:6). We must study God’s word because,
"Your word, | have hidden in my heart that | might not sin against
You" (Psalms 119:11). We must develop an awesome respect for God
and His word so we will not sin against Him.

People sin because we are deceived by sin. We are to, "Exhort one
another daily, while it is called today, lest any of you be hardened through
the deceitfulness of sin" (Hebrews 3:13). We can even deceive ourselves
by denying we have sinned. "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (1 John 1:8). Because of the deceit-
fulness of sin, we are to, "Beware lest you also fall from your own stead-
fastness, being led away with the error of the wicked" (2 Peter 3:17). We
are warned, "Let no man deceive you with vain words" (Ephesians
5:6). Yes, sin is deceiving.

People sin because there is temporary pleasure in sin. Moses chose
“rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleas-
ures of sin for a season" (Hebrews 11:25). Because of the pleasures of
sin, we are tempted and enticed. "But every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust has conceived,
it brings forth sin, and sin when it is finished, brings forth death" (James
1:14-15).

People sin because, "The soul of the wicked desires evil" (Proverbs
21:10). Jesus asks, "Why do you think evil in your hearts?" (Matthew
9:4). People sin because they "love evil more than good, lying rather than
speaking righteousness" (Psalms 52:3). And because of this they "call
evil good and good evil" (Isaiah 5:20).

People sin because they are deceived by false doctrine. "If anyone
preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let hem
be accursed" (Galatians 1:9). If one wanders away into the sin of denomi-
nationalism, he will be lost. "Whoever transgresses and does not abide in
the doctrine of Christ does not have God" (1 John 9). We must be faithful
to God and His word.
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Those to Serve
(B) Calvin Burks (FV) Keith Stifflemire
(O) Jack Wall (A) Kyle Stifflemire
1st prayer Mike Mallett 2nd prayer Vernon Houts

Announcements: Calvin Burks Singing: Judd Wall

Prayer List: Naomi Wall , Mildred Lovell , Lloyd Crownover, Ruby
Jones, Pray for our nation, our Troops and Law Enforcement

You should know that Dates to Remember
he faithful church--

the faithtuf churc September 25th

worships in spirit and in truth Noon Fellowship

(John 4:23-24) October 2nd

meets on the first day of the week o

(Hebrews 10:24-25; Acts 20:7; 1 Mission Fund

Corinthians 16:1-2)

worships with a cappella singing

(Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16)

prays (Acts 2:42; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; ' p ll/‘thﬂa)1
1 Thessalonians 5:17) :

edifies one another (Ephesians

4:16)
takes the Lord's supper on the

first day of the week (Acts 20:7; To

Hebrews 10:24-26; 1 Corinthians Kathy Stifflemire Sept.24th
11:20-31; 16:1-2)

gives as they have prospered (1 Vernon Houts Sept. 24th

Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians

8:1-5; 9:7) Autumn Vann Sept.29th

CPR Class:
Those interested in attending a CPR class please talk with Cindy Wall.

October 2

There will be a Men’s Business Meeting at 1:00 pm on October 2,
we encourage all men to attend.




